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A Health Voice for Climate Solutions in Virginia



2017-VCCA is Launched



VCCA Structure
All licensed health care professionals and trainees 
Physicians, Nurses, Pharmacists, Psychologists, 
Public Health Professionals, etc.

~650 General Members

~15 Steering Committee Members

Staff: Executive Director, Communications Manager, Fellows

Committees: Education, Advocacy and Healthcare Sustainability

Statewide representation 
Northern Virginia, Richmond, Charlottesville, Roanoke, Hampton Roads

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmmkPATJbDc&t=1s


Climate and Health Education

https://www.aamc.org/data-reports/curriculum-reports/data/curriculum-
topics-required-and-elective-courses-medical-school-programs



Climate and Health Education



Climate and Health Education

UVA SOM
Annual Climate and Health Elective

Introduced 2022



Climate and Health Education



Climate and Health Education

Honorable Mention 
Award Winner 

EPA 2022
"Let's Talk About 
Heat" Challenge



Climate and Health Education

Building Heat Resilience in 
Southwest Virginia

Roanoke, VA
*Carilion Medical Center
City of Roanoke
Virginia Tech University
Virginia Clinicians for Climate Action



Climate and Health Education

120 
features 

and 
counting!



VCCA 7TH Annual Advocacy Day 2/1/24



Climate and Health Advocacy

Landmark Climate Bills Supported by VCCA

Clean Cars- PASSED 2021, UPHELD 2023/2024

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative- PASSED 2020, UPHELD 2023, 
SUPPORTING 2024

Virginia Clean Economy Act- PASSED 2020, UPHELD 2023/2024



Healthcare Sustainability

Would be world’s 13th

largest emitter if a country )

Image Source: Health Care without Harm

8%

https://practicegreenhealth.org/pubs/toolkit/reports/ClimateChange.pdf


Healthcare Sustainability

1) High-level speakers at monthly meetings 

2) Sustainability Group within Valley Health System

3) Presenting at CleanMed Conference 2024

4) Healthcare Sustainability VCCA landing page 

5) Engagement with MSCCH - State Network 
Healthcare Decarbonization Working Group

6) Developing Climate Rx badge initiative in VA

Samim Atmar, Abigail Hankin-Wei, & Sara Wohlford
Climate Health Organizing Fellows 2022-23



Healthcare Sustainability



Join VCCA Right Now!
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